
                        

 
 

 

Important Seminars for SLPs, OTs, Special Instructors,                                                                    

and Early Intervention Professionals 

Early Speech-Language 
Development:                                  

Taking Theory to the Floor  
and 

Building                             
Verbal Imitation                                                                                          

in Toddlers 

San Antonio… June 18 & 19 

Corpus Christi…  June 20 & 21 

Houston… June 26 & 27 
 

 
 Register online at  

teachmetotalk.com 
 Seating is very limited – Register early! 

SLPs…. Earn ASHA CEUs

OBJECTIVES 

Day 1  Early Speech-Language Development: Taking Theory to the Floor  

 Progress through a simple treatment hierarchy for treating toddlers  
communication delays and disorders 

 Identify key social skills to serve as the foundation for progress  

 Help parents shift focus from behavioral issues to developmental 
deficits – “Won’t vs. Can’t” 

 Explain to parents why we work on more than “talking” 

 Plan appropriate activities and materials for treatment sessions with 
your youngest clients who are functioning developmentally in the 
birth to three range  

 Teach parents strategies to target receptive language with an easy-to-
remember tag line 

 Discover tips for using pictures, PECS, and other early AAC 

 Review common expressive language strategies for use in sessions  

 Determine appropriate speech intelligibility treatment targets and 
techniques for toddlers 

 Maximize parent involvement in your treatment plans and promote 
carry-over into daily routines 

 Obtain “copy ready” handouts to share with parents, caregivers, and 
other professionals 

 See over 50 UPDATED video clips demonstrating techniques  

 

Day 2  Building Verbal Imitation in Toddlers 

 Learn an easy to remember treatment approach for late talking 
toddlers with a variety of expressive language delays and disorders 

 Differentiate late talkers vs. toddlers with more global developmental 
delays  

 Determine when an oral motor approach is indicated for late talkers 
and when it’s not 

 Learn the prerequisite skills a child MUST exhibit before talking is a 
realistic goal  

 Plan appropriate activities and materials for treatment sessions with 
your youngest clients  

 Receive troubleshooting tips with additional ideas to implement if 
you’re not seeing progress with a child at any level 

 Review specific “how to” instructions for eliciting expressive skills 
during play and daily routines 

 Get lists and a chart to serve as your “cheat sheet” during sessions 

 Maximize parent involvement in your treatment plans and promote 
carry-over into daily routines 

 See numerous video clips of “real life” therapy sessions  

Register by phone, by mail, or online at 

 teachmetotalk.com 



COURSE DESCRIPTION 

DAY 1  Early Speech-Language Development:                      
Taking Theory to the Floor 

Do you work with toddlers? Then this course is for you! 

Most professionals are quite knowledgeable in various theories for early speech- language 
development, but may lack developmentally-appropriate methods for implementing these 
strategies with our youngest clients. This conference is designed to help professionals who work 
with toddlers ages birth to 3 determine effective  treatment methods and materials to use when 
working with this niche population.  

This conference will focus on TREATMENT and not assessment since most professionals are 
competent in determining eligibility according to their own program guidelines. Many conferences 
emphasize diagnostic information leaving therapists thinking at the end of the day, “I know when 
a kid qualifies… but I need new ideas for therapy!”  

The focus of this one-day seminar will be to learn to prioritize goals for working with young 
children with speech-language delays due to a variety of disorders including autism spectrum 
disorders, apraxia, phonological disorder, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, sensory processing 
disorder, and prematurity. Using a simple treatment hierarchy, we can determine where to start 
to treat specific deficits in the key areas which affect acquisition of age-appropriate 
communication skills. You’ll leave with many new, FUN treatment ideas for your youngest clients.  

         This course is offered for 0.7 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area). 

DAY 2  Building Verbal Imitation in Toddlers 

Do you want a fresh look at expressive treatment strategies? Join me!  

Imitation is the core skill most late talkers haven’t yet mastered. In this fast-paced, half day 
conference, you’ll learn how to teach toddlers with developmental delays to talk using science-
backed strategies which emphasize imitation as the KEY component. This method delivers a 
practical framework for knowing where to begin work with a late talking child, provides ideas for 
what to try when a young child’s progress stalls, and can serve as your new approach when your 
standard methods don’t seem to be adequate for a particular child’s issues. 

You’ll learn a step-by-step process for moving children forward with expressive language. More 
importantly, you’ll understand what prerequisite skills a child should have mastered before 
moving on to the next level and how to prevent a child from going weeks or months without 
seeing any measurable progress in expressive language. Because troubleshooting is a major part of 
any treatment plan, you’ll also receive suggestions for what to try when a child seems to be 
“stuck” at any particular point in therapy. 

This course is essential information for all early intervention professionals who work in programs 
that emphasize family training. Laura’s simple, straight-forward approach is easy for therapists to 
teach parents to use during familiar play-based activities and daily routines at home. Often SLPs 
and other therapists aren’t sure how to explain what we do so that parents understand and are 
able to carry over successes. Laura’s practical style will fill in that gap .  

This course is offered for 0.45 ASHA CEUs (Intermediate level, Professional area). 

ATTEND ONE OR BOTH DAYS                          
Based on previous events, we fully expect to SELL OUT!                                                         

Register EARLY! Seating is very, very LIMITED! 

Questions? Email Laura@teachmetotalk.com   
 

COURSE DIRECTOR 

Laura Mize, M. S., CCC-SLP, is a pediatric speech-language pathologist specializing in young children ages birth to 
four with communication delays and disorders in her private practice outside Louisville, Kentucky. She earned a 
B.S.in from Mississippi University for Women and an M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology from The University of 
Southern Mississippi. Laura holds her Certificate of Clinical Competence from ASHA. She authors the website 
teachmetotalk.com and hosts a popular weekly podcast “Teach Me To Talk: The Podcast.” Laura produced a series 
of training DVDs for parents and professionals who work with children with developmental speech-language delays 
and disorders. Her best-selling DVDs and newly published therapy manuals are used by pediatric therapists and 
speech-language pathologists in private practice, early intervention programs, grad schools, preschool programs, 
and continuing education conferences throughout the USA, Canada, South Africa, Philippines, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Israel, Australia, India, Zambia, and The UK.  

SPEAKER DISCLOSURE:  Financial – Laura Mize owns teachmetotalk.com and The Laura Mize Group and therefore 
receives a salary, compensation for speaking, and royalties from teachmetotalk.com product sales. Nonfinancial - 
Laura Mize has no other financial or nonfinancial relationships with any author, publisher, or SLP whose work she 
recommends in this course.  

 
Satisfactory Completion - Participants must have paid tuition, signed in, attended the entire seminar, completed an 
evaluation and signed out in order to receive a certificate of completion. Failure to sign in or out will result in 
forfeiture of credit for the entire course. No exceptions will be made. Partial credit is not available. 

IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFORMATION                                                                                                                                       

A copy of your registration confirmation will help expedite on-site check-in the day of the seminar. The email you 

received after online payment will serve as your receipt for fees paid. Walk-ins are welcomed if seating permits. Call 

or email to make sure seats are still available. Please notify us by email at least 14 days ahead if you have special 

needs or require assistance. Requests for cancellations must be received by us 10 days prior to the seminar to 

receive a refund less a $20 administration fee. If the cancellation is made within 10 days or less, there will be no 

refunds granted for any reason. A credit voucher will be issued toward a product order. Please note that if you do 

register and do not attend, you are still liable for the full payment. Email Johnny@teachmetotalk.com for questions.  

 

AGENDA 

DAY 1  Early Speech-Language Development: Taking Theory to the Floor 
7:30 – 8:00  Registration  
8:00 – 12:15  AM Session                    15 minute break 
Assessment in Infants and Toddlers                                                                                                                                         
WHY We Do Assessments & Interpreting Results so Parents Understand 
 
Simple Treatment Hierarchy for Communication Delays                                                                                                      
Separating Behavioral Issues from Developmental Deficits                                                                                                          
 
Treating Social Deficits                                                                                                                                                                            
Key Social Skills Necessary for Language Development                                                                                                                   
Teach Parents to Play Social Games (Teach Yourself First!)                                                                                                            
Activities NOT Recommended for Toddlers with Social Delays                                                                                                      
Solutions for Problems in Play: Addressing Sensory Challenges 
 
Treating Receptive Language Delays 
Less Recognized Symptoms of Receptive Disorders                                                                                                                             
Best Cues to Help A Child Learn to Understand Language                                                                                                      
Determine Appropriate Goals & Methods                                                                                                                                              
Early Receptive Language Goals                                                                                                                                                               
Enhancing Carry- Over with FUN Games for Families                     

 

12:15 – 1:15  Lunch (On Your Own) 
 

1:15 – 4:30   PM Session      15 minute break 
Treating Expressive Language Delays 
Why We Target WORDS - Not Sounds!                                                                                                
Tips for PECS and Early AAC 
Sign Language Prerequisites & Guidelines for Success                                                                                                                     
RULES for Common Expressive Language Strategies                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Making the Leap from Words to Phrases                                                       
 
Treating Speech Intelligibility in Toddlers 
When is intelligibility the primary focus for treatment?                                                                                                             
Intelligibility Norms for Toddlers                                                                                                                                                
Treatment Guidelines for Toddlers & Young Preschoolers                                                                                                               
Sounds Cues for Toddlers                                        
Teaching Parents Easy Strategies  
Certificate of Completion Presentation 

DAY 2  Building Verbal Imitation in Toddlers 
7:30 – 8:00  Registration  
8:00 – 1:00  Morning Session ONLY                       Two 15 minute breaks 
Profiles of Late Talking Toddlers                                                                                                                                                        
Late Talking or Something More?  
 
Imitation Matters! 
Imitation Skills in Typical Development  
Imitation Skills in Atypical Development                                                                 
 
Building Imitation Skills in Toddlers                                                                                                                                                
Building Imitation during Play 
Building Imitation with Gestures  

 Early Body Movements  

 Prerequisites for Sign Language 

 Teaching Signs –Strategies for Success! 
Building Imitation with Mouth Movements 

 When is an oral motor approach indicated? 

 Toys as Tools 
Building Imitation with Early Vocalizations 

 Play Sounds & Exclamatory Words 

 Teaching Individual Sounds 
Building Imitation with Verbal Routines 
Building Imitation with Single Words 

 Secrets for Eliciting First Words 

 Establishing  Spontaneous Speech 
Building Imitation with Phrases 

 Treating Motor Planning/Sequencing Problems 

 Early Patterns 

 Working Toward Conversation 
Final Wrap Up - Lingering Questions 

Certificate of Completion Presentation 

mailto:Laura@teachmetotalk.com

